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SI CLAUSES

Si + Present   Future
The present + future construction is used for events that are likely to occur. The present tense follows si; it is the situation that is required before the other action will take place.

Si j'ai le temps, je le ferai. / Je le ferai si j'ai le temps. > If I have time, I will do it. / I will do it if I have time.

Si tu étudies, tu réussiras à l'examen. / Tu réussiras à l'examen si tu étudies. > If you study, you will pass the test. / You'll pass the test if you study.


Si + Imparfait   Conditional
We use this construction for facts unlikely to occur: something that would happen, if something else happened. 

Si j'avais le temps, je le ferais. / Je le ferais si j'avais le temps. > If I had time, I would do it. / I would do it if I had time. (Fact: I don't have time, but if I did [contrary to fact], I would do it.)

Si tu étudiais, tu réussirais à l'examen. / Tu réussirais à l'examen si tu étudiais. > If you studied, you would pass the test. / You would pass the test if you studied. (Fact: You don't study, but if you did [unlikely to occur], you would pass the test.)


image1.tiff
Le conditionnel

1. To form the conditional, the same stem is used as the one for the future.
‘The imperfect endings are added to this stem.

Infinitive imperfect endings Conditional
parler ais o parleras

parer-
finir finir- -ais tu finirais
vendre vendr- ilfelle/on vendrait
faire fer- -ions. nous ferions
pouvoir pourr- -iez vous  pourriez
acheter achater- -aient. ilsfelles achateraient

2. The conditional is used in French, the same as in English, to express
what would take place if it were not for some other circumstance.
Jirais bien au cinéma, mais il faut que je travaille.
Jaimerais aller a Paris, mais je n'ai pas assez d’argent.

3. The conditional is used to make a polite request.

Je voudrais deux billets, s'il vous plait.
Pourriez-vous me donner une brochure sur le Maroc?

4. The conditional is used to express a future
action in a past context. Contrast the
following.

11 dit qu'il nous rendra visite.

1l a dit qu’il nous rendrait visite.
Elle dit qu'elle sera I aussi.

Elle a dit qu'elle serait 1a aussi.
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Le futur simple

Yo
1. To form the future tense in French, you add the g:mnmma
future endings to the entire infinitive of verbs that e by
end in -er or -ir. You drop the e before adding the using aller 3 Y

endings to -re verbs. Study the following.

Vvais sortir
o vais

B e ow e

je parlerai je finirai i attendrai
m parleras tu finiras tu attendras

il/ellefon parlera ilfelle/on finira il/elle/on attendra
nous parlerons. nous  finirons nous  attendrons
vous parlerez vous finirez vous  attendrez

ils/elles parleront ils/ellesfiniront ils/elles attendront

2. The verbs étre, faire, aller, and avoir have an irregular stem in the future tense.
EIRE  je serai, tu seras, il sera, nous serons, vous serez, ils seront
FAIRE je ferai, tu feras, il fera, nous ferons, vous ferez, ils feront
ALLER  'irai, tu iras, il ira, nous irons, vous irez, ils iront
AVOIR j’aurai, tu auras, il aura, nous aurons, vous aurez, ils auront

3. The future tense is not commonly used in spoken French. You use aller + the
infinitive more often to express the future. However, you must use the future
tense after quand when the main verb in the sentence is in the future tense.

Je te ferai un bon repas quand tu seras a Paris.
Quand tout le monde sera 13, je mettrai la viande au four.
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6. The following verbs have irregular stems in the future tense. The endings,

however, are regular.
aller irai courir je courrai
avoir i aurai ‘mourir je mourrai
atre je serai. pouvoir je pourrai
faire je ferai voir je verrai
savoir je saurai envoyer i enverrai
vouloir je voudrai venir je viendrai
devoir je devrai. valoir il vaudra
recevoir je recevrai falloir il faudra
Sasseoir je m'assiérai pleuvoir il pleuvra




